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MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 2, 2017

TO: Troy Streckenbach, County Executive
Chad Weininger, Director of Administration

/
FROM:  Chuck Lamine, Planning Director /'
e
RE: Review of Response Submittals to the Request for Information (RFI) for Potential
Redevelopment of Site Occupied by the Veterans Memorial Arena and Shopko Hall

Project # 2136

The County Board authorized proceeding with the attached RFI at their meeting on March 15,
2017. As the RFI stated: “This RFl is to help determine if there is an interest in private sector
participation in the re-development on approximately 8.3 acres of land located at 1901 South
Oneida St.” and “In the event Brown County decides to discontinue operations at the Brown
County Veterans Memorial Arena and Shopko Hall, Brown County is researching options for
private participation in redevelopment of the land at the current facility. The RFI requests
information and interest in this property and in no way obligates Brown County to any
contractual obligations.”

The RFI resulted in Brown County receiving responses from the following:

1. Ben Schenkelberg Architect, 3309 Spur Lane, Green Bay, WI 54313
2. Redbridge Development Partners, 333 East 69" Street, 10" Floor, Suite G, New York, NY
10021

In both cases the responses suggested development of an exposition hall on the site similar in
scope to the recommendations identified in the March 2017 AECOM Brown County Veterans
Memorial Arena and Shopko Hall Adaptive Reuse Update study. More specifically, they
identified their vision for the site as 96,000 sf expo hall with 18,000 sf courtyard for Ben
Schenkelberg Architect and 125,000 combined sf expo center for Redbridge Development
Partners. Neither of the proposals suggested a private for profit ownership model. Ben
Schenkelberg Architect indicates “that...the land should remain under Brown County ownership”
and further states that “I am not interested beyond the designer level.” Redbridge Development
Partners proposed a design build, finance or design build project where ultimately Brown County
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would continue to own the building. Their response indicates that “at no time will Redbridge
Development Partners have an ownership stake or privileges in the project, nor operator or
management responsibilities in the completed facilities.”

The responses received appear to reflect interest in providing services such as design,
construction or financing of a future exposition facility. They do not reflect a privately funded
project that will generate direct tax base or job creation. If the County decides to proceed with
development of an exhibition facility as suggested in the AECOM study, it is recommended that
the two firms who submitted responses to the RFI be informed when Requests for Proposals
(RFP) or Requests for Quotes (RFQ) associated with design and construction of the new facility
are made available to the general public.
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Request for Information (RFI)
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Brown County
Potential Redevelopment of Site Occupied
by the Veterans Memorial Arena and Shopko
Hall

Project # 2136

Posting Date: March 28, 2017

Response Deadline: April 28,2017 3:00 PM Local Time CDT

To:
Brown County Purchasing Department
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