
Lewis M. Alexander  

Lewis M. Alexander was born into a family of 11 children on an Iowa farm. Eager for 

education, he completed a four-year course at Cedar Valley Seminary in Osage, Iowa, and 

after a variety of jobs, developed interest in the financial world. Starting with the Osage 

National Bank, he would eventually organize and lead many other banks in his career. He 

soon teamed with John Edwards in managing a lumber company in Port Edwards, becoming 

the secretary and treasurer of the John Edwards Manufacturing Company, and soon became 

its President.  

 

Alexander could see that logging had a limited future and something different was needed for 

long-term economic success in Wisconsin. He was convinced that paper manufacturing was 

the key. In 1893 worked with Tom E. Nash and others to organize the Nekoosa Paper 

Company. He soon became president and treasurer of the Centralia Pulp and Water Power 

Company which built the first pulp and paper mill on the Wisconsin River. In 1896 he built 

the John Edwards Paper Mill in Port Edwards which furnished newsprint for major 

newspapers. In 1908, four companies combined to create the Nekoosa-Edwards Paper 

Company in Port Edwards, where Lewis was Vice President and then in 1911 was named 

President, a role he filled ably until his death in 1934. Under his leadership, the valuation of 

the company grew by a factor of 50.  

 

Alexander’s vision of renewable forest resources as the basis of the paper industry was ahead 

of his time. In 1925 he announced the establishment of a reforestation program with a 

long-term vision whose influence continues today. A forest nursery was established which 

grew hundreds of thousands of pine trees that would be used to reforest unproductive land 

near the Wisconsin River. This become one of the first industrial tree nurseries in the country.  

 

Alexander was also concerned with hydroelectric power. He participated with other paper 

companies and power generators to in the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company to help 

regulate the flow of the Wisconsin River. Alexander also was visionary in building a 

man-made lake, Nepco Lake, to better provide process water for the manufacture of 

high-grade printing paper. Nepco Lake still thrives today as a popular recreational area. 

 

Alexander had many interests and helped guide a variety of other companies such as several 

banks and companies manufacturing paper, wooden doors, and other materials. He was also 

an organizer and director of Great Northern Life Insurance Company.  

 

Beyond his many activities in industry and finance, he was active in civic affairs, serving for 

many years as chairman of the town board of Port Edwards and also as school director, 

library trustee, village treasurer, etc. He was active in the US Chamber of Commerce. 

 



Alexander was passionate about education and actively supported local education in Port 

Edwards and Nekoosa. He served as president of the trustees of Lawrence College for more 

than 30 years and in 1929 was a founding trustee of the Institute of Paper Chemistry on the 

campus of Lawrence College. He also served as president of the Lawrence College Board of 

Trustees for 35 years and contributed significant amounts to its endowment fund and was the 

major subscriber for the building of its gymnasium.  

 

Alexander married Lida Edwards of Port Edwards, and they were the parents of two children.  

 

Through his vision for renewable resources as the basis of the paper industry, Lewis 

Alexander was a pioneer who shaped the industry in Wisconsin and beyond for many years. 

Through his commitment to education, Alexander’s influence would shape students in many 

fields, including the paper industry through the Institute of Paper Chemistry.  


